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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 



Paper No. 



The amendment document filed on is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 

37 CFR 1.121, as amended on June 30, 2003 (see 68 Fed Reg. 38611, Jun. 30, 2003). In order for the amendment document to 
be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is required. Only the corrected section of the non-compliant amendment 
document must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire "Amendments to the claims" section of applicant's 
amendment document must be re-submitted. 37 CFR 1.121(h). 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 

□ 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other 



□ 



3. Amendments to the drawings: 



n 



4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of ajl of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims (including withdrawn claims) 

□ C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each 
claim cannot be identified. 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 

H E. Other: m^bCtpd!^^ ufithhd* 



For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP Sec. 714 and the USPTO website at / 
http://vvww.uspto.gov/web/offi^ (Vpp)iCa^lt 4 ^ Yft&Jf] dSlod l/UISh ~fa> dl/^S* c&^-^H^ 

If the non-compliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of 
this letter to supply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121 will result in 
non-entry of the preliminary amendment and examination on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed 
changes in the preliminary amendment(s). This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit 
is not extendable. 



If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION (including a submission for an RCE), and 
since the amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1.135(c)), applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of 
ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice within which to re-submit the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121 
in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for 
response to a final rejection continues to run from the date set in the final rejection , and is not affected by the non-compliant 
status of the amendment. 
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COMMENTS 

In claim 1, line 23, and analogously in claims 4 & 5, "an insulator or... elements are" has a 
singular article for a plural noun & verb, which would be corrected by dropping the "an". Corresponding 
limitations in the method claims would be more proper with "the" deleted. 

In claim 1, lines 26-28, and analogously in claims 4-5, 7 & 9-10, it is ambiguous as written 
whether there must only be one H.F source (oscillator), or if multiple sources may be used, but only one 
attached to the first outer electrode. Claims 20-23 suggest that the former may be the intended, but the 
claims should be clear. 

In the claims, it would help clarity if the location of the "shoulder portion" was defined with 
respect to the other portions of the container. While a guess may be made as to where the shoulder 
should be located, no position is necessitated by the present claims. Also, in for example line 21 of claim 
1, "the center" of what should be defined. 

While the amendment to the specification is formally correct, the examiner notes there is 
frequently no spacing between the end of an amended paragraph and the directions for the next 
amendment. To avoid potential problems at the printers, it would be best not to run the amendment & 
instructions together like this. 

These comments are not a complete action in response to the 3/8/04 & 4/5/04 submissions, but 
made inorder to advance the prosecution. Translations ordered previously & received are also attached, 
but have not yet been reviewed by the examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marianne L. Padgett whose telephone number is (571) 272-1425. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from about 8:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Shrive 
Beck, can be reached on (571) 272-1415. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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